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Transformation 

   by Rabbi Yochanan Schnall 

In this week’s Parsha, Noach starts off as an Ish Tzaddik but he 

ends as an Ish Ho’adomah – a man of the earth.  

But wasn’t Noach a man of the earth at the beginning of his life 

as well? We are taught that after eating from the Etz Hada’at, 

humans were forced to use their bare hands when working the 

ground. This curse continued for nine generations, until Noach 

invented tools for plowing and harvesting. Why isn’t he referred 

to as an Ish Ho’adomah at the beginning of his life as well? 

I think the answer to this may be that Hashem’s classifications 

are not based on what Noach was doing but rather why he was 

doing it. In the beginning of his life, Noach developed farming 

implements to help other people and he is classified as an Ish 

Tzaddik. After the flood, despite the fact that the earth needed 

grains and nutritional plants, Noach’s focus was on himself and 

he planted grapevines. He had transformed into an Ish Ho’ad-

omah – a man of the earth. 

My friend’s grandfather survived the holocaust and was interned 

in a DP camp together with thousands of other Jewish people. 

When a truckload of donated clothes and shoes arrived at the 

camp, the excitement was palpable. Somehow his grandfather 

managed to be the first to get into the trailer and to everyone’s 

astonishment, he immediately locked himself inside! After many 

hours he opened the trailer and explained himself: Upon enter-

ing, he had realized that the items were in complete disarray. 

Had everyone entered then, it would have been a state of pan-

demonium. Everyone would be grabbing random items and no-

one would end up with clothes that fit or shoes that matched. 

Without any alternative, he simply locked himself inside until he 

was able to organize the truck for the benefit of the entire camp.  

This man was completely focused on helping those around him. 

Indeed, regardless of where we are and what we are involved 

with, each one of us can transform ourselves into an Ish Tzaddik. 

Elections 

   by Mrs. Jennah Schuh, Assistant Principal 

This Tuesday, November 8th, Americans will be able to vote 

for the new president. This race has been very heated, with 

much reported in the media and many opinions about both 

candidates. At ASHAR, we have been discussing the election 

with our students by avoiding the personal attacks, news 

coverage and negative aspects of the race. Instead, we have 

focused on the job of a president and how elections are 

conducted in the United States.  

This month, eighth grade social studies classes, under the 

guidance of Ms. Lattimore, have investigated the presidential 

race by focusing on the major political issues. Working in 

groups, students researched the issues and the candidates' 

stands on them. Topics included healthcare, immigration, and 

taxes, to name a few. The boys and girls had an opportunity 

to present their findings to other grades with prepared 

PowerPoint presentations as visual aids. This has certainly 

helped us reach our goal in developing thinking, opinionated 

students, with perspectives based on facts and research.  

Mazal tov to Rabbi Isaac’s Class 2B on 

receiving their Chumashim. 
REMINDER:  Tues., 11/8—Election Day , No Bus Transportation, 

Grades K-8 begin at 8:15 am, 12:00 pm dismissal, N-8  

Parent Teacher Conferences, 1-3 p.m.; 6-8:30 p.m. 



Thank you so much to ASHAR parent, Bryna 

Pelsinger for her wonderful pictures taken at 

the Color Run.  Bryna will also be taking our 

school pictures next week on the PIcture 

Days. 

 

This year’s Color Run was a fantastic success.  Many thanks to the PTA for sponsoring the event.  We had a group of 
American and Israeli Army officers who participated in the program.  A special thank you to Rabbi & Mrs. Ruderman, 
ASHAR parents, for coordinating their visit to ASHAR.   



Girls in 6G played Headbands to learn 
their WordMasters vocabulary words!  
As part of the Word Masters 
Challenge, students in grades 4 - 8 are 
given words to define by looking them 
up in dictionaries, finding synonyms, 
alternate meanings and parts of 
speech. In the process, students build 
their dictionary skills, learn how to 
analyze words and build a greater 
understanding of the nuances of the 
English language.  

At ASHAR this Sun., 

11/6, 2:15 pm, 

ASHAR vs. MDS; 

3:30 JEC vs. WDS 

The ASHAR Sharks will be playing against MDS this 
Sunday @ 2:15 pm a part of the Swish for Sderot 
Basketball Tournament. We encourage all to come 
by and watch and support the Community and 
Yeshivot in Sderot. A flyer about the tournament 
will be sent out as well. 

The ASHAR Sharks opened up their season hosting 
a scrimmage game . The game was a good one. The 
boys came out strong enjoying a lead for a good 
part of the game only to come up a bit short at the 
end.  The other team was able to erase an 8 to 10 
point deficit and go up by two with a minute left. 
Unable to hit their foul shots (except for one), our 
half court buzzer beater was a bit off, and we lost 
47-44. The team scoring was led by Zevi Samet and 
Judah Bruschansky combining for 32 of the 44 
points scored by the Sharks. The team hit a total of 
10 three pointers... Go SHARKS! 

- Mr. David Samet, ASHAR Boys Basketball Coach 

Eighth grade students and their parents were invited to join us on Wed. evening for an informational meeting 

regarding the eighth grade experience.  The high school application and interview process, yearbook, Washington 

trip and graduation were all discussed.   

We also introduced the acclaimed Holocaust living history program, “Names, Not Numbers,” at that 

time.  Inaugurated at ASHAR last year, the program proved extremely successful and impactful.  Students will film 

and produce a professional-grade documentary of interviews with Holocaust survivors that will premier at the 

yeshiva on Sunday, May 21st.   We look forward to a unique and meaningful learning experience.    



Mazal tov to Mrs. Adele Koolyk on the birth of a grandsonr. 

ASHAR Weekly Women's Shiur with Rebbetzin Esther Baila Schwartz, Wednesday from 1:15-2:15pm in the library. 

 

To sponsor a shiur for $80, please contact Gila Kass at 845 362-7799.  This week’s shiur was sponsored by Atara 

Kahan. 


